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Every young person has potential, yet each year,

American students are leaving high school feeling

unprepared for adulthood. From first grade to their

first job, Boys & Girls Clubs empower millions of

young people with the necessary support to stay 

on track, graduate and prepare for the future.

 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America conducts our annual

Youth Right Now survey to better understand the

needs of our nation’s youth. In this special edition

report, we surveyed nearly 2,400 twelfth graders 

in Boys & Girls Clubs, along with a sample size of

young adults — both those who grew up attending 

a Boys & Girls Club and those who did not. We

checked in on how Club high school seniors are

preparing for life after graduation and how young

Club alumni are progressing in their careers and

adult lives compared to their peers generally. Our

findings are shared with educators, policymakers

and other youth-focused organizations to help

inform policies and services that champion a

brighter future.

 

Discover how Boys & Girls Clubs help America’s

youth graduate and grow into tomorrow’s leaders 

at BGCA.org/Graduation.

Graduation Report

America
Needs

Club Kids
Club Kids Need You.

Learn more about the mission 

and work of Boys & Girls Clubs 

and how you can get involved. 

Support Boys & Girls Clubs

https://www.bgca.org/get-involved/graduation/
https://www.bgca.org/ways-to-give/why-should-you-support-boys-girls-clubs/


81%
of Club 12th graders

earn mostly A’s and B’s
compared to 76% of 

12th graders nationally.

47%
of Club 12th graders

are active for at
least an hour on five

or more days
compared to 43% of 

12th graders nationally.

43%
of Club 12th graders
eat vegetables three 
or more times a day

compared to 11% of
12th graders nationally.

Club 12th Graders Outpace their Peers Nationally  When it Comes to…*
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Boys & Girls Club 12th Graders are Prepared for Post-High School
In making post-grad plans, Club 12th graders are looking at a variety of options. 63% said they plan to enroll in more

school. Of those, three-quarters (77%) aim to earn a four-year college degree or higher.

Club 12th Graders’ Immediate Plans After High School

Enroll in More School

Go Straight To Work

I Don't Know

Join the Military

Take an Internship

Take a Gap Year

63%

13%

9%

6%

5%

5%

Graduation Report

Academic Success Eating Healthy Staying Active

*All national comparison data on page two of this report is sourced from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Diseases Control and

Prevention, Division of Adolescent and School Health, The Youth Risk Behavior Survey: Data Summary & Trends Report, (2013-2023)
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Club 12th Graders’ Continued Education Plans

4 Year College

Master’s or
Doctoral Degree

54%

23%

2 Year Community
or Technical College

6%

Vocational or
Trade School

Club 12th Graders’ Higher Education Preparation

Have applied for post-

secondary education

Have taken the SAT,
ACT or another

college entrace exam

Have submitted
the FAFSA

81%

75%

72%

16%

Career Interests of Boys & Girls Club 12th Graders
Club 12th graders are feeling confident in their career plans. 92% have explored different career paths and already

have one in mind. Among Club 12th graders who answered survey questions about arts and STEM, 50% said they

would like to have a career in the arts and 58% said they would like to have a career in STEM in the future.

50%58%

Club 12th Graders’ Career Ambitions: STEM vs. the Arts

Career in The ArtsSTEM Career

Graduation Report
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Club 12th Graders’ Confidence in “Adulting” Skills

Boys & Girls Club 12th Graders are Ready for Adulthood
Club 12th graders are feeling equipped for adulthood, including getting a job, daily adult responsibilities 

and essential “soft” skills.

96%

95%

94%

87%

Feel prepared to take care of household
responsibilities (cleaning, doing laundry, etc.)

Feel prepared to take care of their health and well-being (cooking
meals, scheduling appointments, etc.)

Feel prepared to get a job (searching,
interviewing, etc.)

Feel prepared to manage their finances (paying
bills, saving money, etc.)

Club 12th Graders’ Confidence in Essential “Soft” Skills

89%

Communication
I am good at

communicating with
different types of

people.

90%

Empathy
When someone I

know is hurting, I try
to help.

91%

Inclusion
I listen to everyone’s

ideas, even when
they are different

from mine.

88%

Emotional
Regulation

I know ways I can
calm myself down.

75%

Relationship
Skills

When I have problems
with other people my
age, I talk things over

with them.

84%

Self-Awareness
& Management
I think about what

might happen before
making a decision.

Graduation Report

“Mr. Tony at the Club was like a second guardian to me. 
He taught me life lessons and how to be an adult.”

- Boys & Girls Club young alum

“I learned teamwork and communication skills 
at the Club that are useful in any career.” 

- Boys & Girls Club young alum
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Boys & Girls Club Young Alumni are Thriving
More than General Young Adults

Graduation Report
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Career Pathways & Progress of Boys & Girls Club Young Alumni
Young Boys & Girls Club alumni are 60% more likely to be working full-time than other young adults — and 38% less

likely to be job searching.

Where Boys & Girls Club Young Alumni Are Working 
(multiple selections allowed) 

22%

Retail, Hospitality
& Food Service

19%

Healthcare

18%

Technology &
Computer Science

13%

Business
& Marketing

What Boys & Girls Club Young Alumni Are Studying in Continued Education
(multiple selections allowed) 

16%

Science
& Research

34%

Healthcare

22%

Technology &
Computer Science

25%

Business &
Marketing

“My Club gave me chances to explore options
outside of a traditional school curriculum.” 

- Boys & Girls Club young alum
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Boys & Girls Club young alumni are surpassing general young adults in taking steps to progress in their careers.

Career Progress in the Past 12 Months 
(multiple selections allowed) 

Applied for Jobs
62%

63%

52%

47%

29%

23%

32%

22%

23%

14%

30%

28%

31%

23%

27%

23%

Used Career Services

Interviewed for a Job

Completed Training or Certification

Attended a Job Fair

Had an Informational Interview

Built or Updated LinkedIn

Asked Someone to be a Reference

Young Club Alumni General Young Adults

Graduation Report

“My Club helped me really know what 
it was like to go into the real world.” 

- Boys & Girls Club young alum
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69%
more likely 

to know the career they
want to explore in the

next 1-2 years

40%
more likely 

to know the steps
and requirements

to work towards the
career they want 

42%
more likely

to have a resume that
is ready to use

Graduation Report

“My Club program director helped me get 
my first job that got my foot in the door.” 

- Boys & Girls Club young alum
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Boys & Girls Club Young Alumni are Poised for Job Success
Compared to other young adults, Boys & Girls Club young alumni are feeling more confident in pursuing their chosen

career, including:

Boys & Girls Club Young Alumni Report High Job Satisfaction
Compared to other young adults, Boys & Girls Club young alumni are more likely to feel fulfilled by their careers,

including reporting that:

✓ Their work feels meaningful (69% more likely)

✓ Their job uses their skills (68% more likely)

✓ They earn enough to cover basic needs (66% more likely) 

✓ They report feeling secure in their role (60% more likely) 

✓ They have career advancement opportunities (40% more likely)

✓ Their current job relates to their job training (32% more likely)
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Boys & Girls Club Young Alumni Demonstrate 
Strong Financial Responsibility
Boys & Girls Club young alumni are 35% more likely to feel confident making a budget and 33% more likely

to make good spending decisions than other young adults.

Young Adults’ Confidence in Managing Finances

Can Make a Budget
89%

84%

84%

81%

71%

67%

86%

82%

74%

62%

Use Credit & Loans

Save Money

Make Good Spending Decisions

Invest Money Wisely

Young Club Alumni General Young Adults

© 2026 Boys & Girls Clubs of America

Graduation Report
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Black/African
American

Multiracial

White

Hispanic/Latino

Asian

42%

17%

17%

11%

9%

4%

Alumni Race/Ethnicity

Other

Black/African
American

Multiracial

White

Hispanic/Latino

Asian

26%

24%

16%

15%

14%

4%

General Race/Ethnicity

Other

High School
Graduation

Some College

Bachelor’s Degree

Associates Degree

Graduate Degree

33%

20%

20%

12%

9%

4%

2%

Alumni Highest Level of Education

Some High School

Certificate

General Highest Level of Education

High School
Graduation

Some College

Bachelor’s Degree

Associates Degree

Graduate Degree

30%

25%

15%

11%

9%

6%

3%

Some High School

Certificate

Graduation Report

Black/African
American

Hispanic/Latino

White

Multiracial

Other

40%

31%

10%

10%

9%

Club 12th Graders
Sample Size: 2,400

$0 - $9,999

$10,000 - $49,999

$50,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $199,999

$200,000 and up

24%

37%

24%

12%

3%

Alumni Household Income

General Household Income

$0 - $9,999

$10,000 - $49,999

$50,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $199,999

$200,000 and up

25%

34%

26%

13%

3%
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Survey Demographics
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Young Adults (Club Alumni and General)
Sample Size for Young Boys & Girls Club Alumni: 1,091

Sample Size for General Population: 774

Age Demographics: 18-30 years old

About Boys & Girls Clubs of America
Boys & Girls Clubs of America is one of the nation’s leading youth-

serving organizations. For over half of our nation’s lifetime, we’ve 

kept kids safe, active and learning during out-of-school hours.

Today, we serve more than 4 million young people, providing

enriching and affordable after-school and summer experiences.

With over 5,500 locations nationwide, on Native lands and on 

U.S. military installations around the world, Boys & Girls Clubs 

are reaching more young people than ever, especially teens, during

the most critical years of their lives. We’re committed to offering

all youth community, mentorship and opportunities — gaining the

skills and experiences to become the leaders who will shape our

world. Why? Because America Needs Club Kids. Learn more at

BGCA.org.



National Headquarters

1275 Peachtree St. NE

Atlanta, GA 30309

(404) 487-5700

BGCA.org
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